
2015 COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS 

Hamilton County Community Leadership Meeting  

June 25, 2015 



GENERAL INFORMATION  



WHERE DO YOU LIVE? 

2.7% 

78.5% 

16.8% 

2.0% 

City of Coolidge 

City of Syracuse 

Unincorporated Hamilton County 

Other 

7.9% Participation of Hamilton County’s Adult Population 



 

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT LIVING HERE? 

 

63.4% 
11.3% 

7.8% 

6.3% 

6.3% 
4.9% 

Friendly, Rural, Small Town, Close Knit, Caring, The 

People 

It's Home (Friends & Family) 

Quiet Atmosphere/Natural Beauty 

Recreation & Amenities  

Safety 

Other 



WHAT DO YOU LIKE LEAST ABOUT LIVING HERE? 

26.8% 

10.6% 

10.6% 
13.0% 

4.1% 

11.4% 

10.6% 

8.1% 
4.9% 

Isolation/Lack of Amenities, Recreation, 

Educational & Cultural Activities 

Unkept Properties/Unattractive Downtown 

Lack of Growth, Development, Job Opportunities 

Taxes /Leadership 

Hospital/Medical Services 

Safety/Animal Control 

People/Attitudes 

Climate 

Other 



WHAT IS YOUR EMPLOYMENT STATUS? 

69.3% 

6.1% 

11.4% 

1.8% 7.0% 

1.8% 
2.6% 

Full-Time 

Part-Time 

Self-Employed 

Unemployed 

Retired 

Student 

Other 



WHAT IS YOUR AGE GROUP? 

0.9% 

28.1% 

25.4% 

36.8% 

8.8% 

Under 20 

20-34 

35-49 

50-64 

Over 64 



HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED HERE? 

4.2% 

9.8% 

16.1% 

14.7% 

55.2% 
Less than 1 year 

1-5 years 

6-10 years 

11-20 years 

Over 20 years 



HOW LONG DO YOU PLAN ON LIVING HERE?  

5.4% 

13.1% 

5.4% 

14.6% 61.5% 

Less than 1 year 

1 - 5 years 

6 - 10 years 

11 - 20 years 

Over 20 years 



WOULD YOU RECOMMEND LIVING HERE TO 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS?   

72.8% 

27.2% 

Yes 

No 



QUALITY OF LIFE 



TOP FIVE QUALITY OF LIFE FACTORS 

Based on participants indication of which factors  
were “very important” or “important”.   

 

#1  Safe Place to Live   96.9%  

#2 Quality of Schools    95.4% 

#3 Clean & Attractive   93.1%  

#4 Health Care     93.0%  

#5 Hometown Atmosphere  92.3%  



SATISFACTION WITH TOP 5 QOL FACTORS 

Based on participants indication of being         

“very satisfied” or “satisfied”.  
 

#1  Safe Place to Live   63.4%  

#2 Quality of Schools    63.1% 

#3 Clean & Attractive   34.4%  

#4 Health Care     23.8%  

#5 Hometown Atmosphere  70.0%  



OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS THE QUALITY OF LIFE 

HAS… 

19.7% 

49.6% 

30.7% 

Improved 

Stayed about the same 

Declined 



ECONOMIC GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 

 



2035 DESIRED COUNTY POPULATION 

29.75% 

45.45% 

19.01% 

5.79% 

About the same of today 

About 4,000 similar to 1950 

About 8,000 similar to Grant County 

Other 



2035 DESIRED SYRACUSE POPULATION 

26.45% 

36.36% 

33.88% 

3.31% 

About the same of today 

About 2,100 similar to 1950 

About 4,000 similar to Scott City 

Other 



I LIKE THINGS JUST THE WAY THEY ARE… 

4.1% 
5.8% 

14.9% 

45.5% 

29.8% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



JUST MEET THE INPUT AND MARKETING NEEDS 

OF THE FARMING AND RANCHING COMMUNITY  

1.7% 

11.6% 

15.7% 

42.2% 

28.9% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



NEED TO DIVERSIFY THE LOCAL ECONOMY 

51.2% 
43.8% 

3.3% 

0.8% 0.8% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



BUILD ON EXISTING TOURISM INDUSTRY 

42.6% 

40.2% 

13.1% 

3.3% 

0.8% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



BUILD ON EXISTING DAIRY INDUSTRY 

26.5% 

37.2% 

16.5% 

12.4% 

7.4% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



ENCOURAGE NON-FARM ENTREPRENEURSHIP & 

BUSINESS OWNERSHIP AS CAREER CHOICES  

39.2% 

49.2% 

10.0% 

1.7% 0.0% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



TO MAXIMIZE BENEFITS OF JOB CREATION MAKE 

HOUSING DEVELOPMENT A PRIORITY  

44.3% 

41.0% 

12.3% 

0.8% 1.6% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



IN FAVOR OF OVERALL COMMUNITY CLEAN UP, 

DEMOLITION AND REDEVELOPMENT 

53.3% 

32.8% 

9.8% 

3.3% 

0.8% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



IN FAVOR OF DEVELOPING A NEW HOUSING 

SUBDIVISION  

33.6% 

38.5% 

18.0% 

7.4% 

2.5% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



IN FAVOR OF DEVELOPING AN INDUSTRIAL AREA   

25.6% 

49.6% 

20.7% 

2.5% 1.7% 

Strongly Agree 

Agree 

Uncertain/Undecided 

Disagree 

Strongly Disagree 



TOP FIVE SUPPORTED INDUSTRIES 

Based on participants indication of the industries      

they would “strongly support” or “support”.  

 

#1 Trades       88.3%  
 

#2  Farm Supply Store    85.1% 
 

#3 Tourism Facilities/Attractions  82.5% 

 



TOP FIVE SUPPORTED INDUSTRIES 

Based on participants indication of the industries      

they would “strongly support” or “support”.  

 

#4 Small Box Store     78.3%  
 

#5  Specialty Ag Manufacturing   78.0% 
 

 



HOUSING 



DO YOU OWN OR RENT? 

80.34% 

11.97% 

7.69% 

Own 

Rent 

In the process of buying 



DO YOU LIVE IN A …. 

94.83% 

1.72% 
3.45% 

House 

Mobile Home 

Apartment 



HOW OLD IS YOUR HOME? 

1.7% 2.6% 

11.3% 

12.2% 

33.0% 

39.1% 

0-5 years 

6-10 years 

11-20 years 

21-30 years 

31-49 years 

50 years or more 



MONTHLY HOUSING EXPENSES 

10.53% 

28.07% 

21.05% 

25.44% 

14.91% 

Less than $500 

$500 - $749 

$750 - $999 

$1,000 - $1,499 

+ $1,500 

Rent/Mortgage (P&I), Utilities, Insurance, Property Taxes 



HOUSING EXPENSES REPRESENT MORE THAN 

30% OF FAMILY INCOME 

47.7% 

52.3% 

Yes 

No 



RATE THE CONDITION OF YOUR HOME 

16.5% 

40.0% 

33.0% 

10.4% 

Excellent 

Good 

Needs Minor Repair 

Needs Major Repair 



TOP FIVE TYPES OF REPAIRS NEEDED 

#1 Window Replacement   43.0% 
 

#2 Exterior Painting    41.8% 
 

#3 Bathroom Repairs    38.0%  
 

#4 New Roof/Shingles    34.2% 
 

#5 New Plumbing     30.4%  



INTERESTED IN APPLYING FOR HOUSING 

IMPROVEMENT ASSISTANCE 

50.5% 
49.5% 

Yes 

No 

Low Interest Loans 

47.5% 

52.5% 
Yes 

No 

Forgivable Loans 



RESPONDED NO TO “DO YOU THINK THERE ARE 

ENOUGH SAFE & SUITABLE… 

…Single Family Houses for Sale?”    50.4% 
 

…Lower Income Rental Apartments?”  63.1% 
 

…Lower Income Rental Homes?”    70.5% 
 

…Housing Options for Senior Citizens?”   53.1% 
 

…Market Rate Apartments for Rent?”   71.2%  
 

…Market Rate Houses for Rent?”   71.2%  

 



DO YOU THINK THERE IS A PROBLEM WITH 

SUBSTANDARD HOUSING IN YOUR COMMUNITY? 

63.6% 

15.5% 

20.9% 

Yes 

No 

Unsure/No Opinion 



RETAIL 



WHERE DO YOU BUY MOST OF YOUR… 

Answer Options Syracuse Garden City Lakin Holly Lamar Tribune Johnson Online 

Groceries 47.83% 46.96% 0.00% 0.87% 4.35% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Home Improvement 37.50% 61.61% 0.00% 0.89% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 

Clothing 1.77% 64.60% 0.00% 0.00% 0.88% 0.00% 0.00% 32.74% 

Furniture 0.93% 90.65% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 8.41% 

Restaurants 66.96% 31.25% 0.00% 0.00% 0.89% 0.89% 0.00% 0.00% 

Movie Theatre 89.57% 7.83% 0.87% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 1.74% 

Auto Parts 64.86% 27.93% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.90% 0.00% 6.31% 

Auto Repairs & Service 73.33% 23.81% 0.00% 0.00% 1.90% 0.00% 0.00% 0.95% 

Autos 50.98% 40.20% 0.00% 0.00% 1.96% 0.98% 0.00% 5.88% 



WHERE DO YOU BUY MOST OF YOUR… 

Answer Options Syracuse Garden City Lakin Holly Lamar Tribune Johnson Online 

Farm Implements 67.86% 25.00% 1.79% 0.00% 3.57% 0.00% 0.00% 1.79% 

Farm Implement Repairs & Service 66.67% 24.56% 1.75% 0.00% 3.51% 1.75% 0.00% 1.75% 

Paper & Cleaning Supplies 37.84% 54.05% 0.00% 0.00% 1.80% 0.00% 0.00% 6.30% 

Health Care 37.84% 17.12% 12.61% 0.90% 2.70% 20.72% 7.21% 0.90% 

Prescriptions 69.03% 18.58% 2.65% 0.00% 0.88% 4.42% 3.54% 0.88% 

Gifts 8.11% 61.26% 0.00% 0.00% 1.80% 0.90% 0.00% 27.93% 

Veterinary Services 4.26% 18.09% 30.85% 3.19% 8.51% 0.00% 35.11% 0.00% 

Fuel 80.70% 17.54% 0.00% 0.88% 0.88% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 



PRIMARY REASON FOR NON-LOCAL PURCHASES 

41.11% 

21.11% 

27.78% 

6.67% 

3.33% 

Lack of availability 

Increased variety 

Pricing 

Just like to get out of town 

Other: 



COMMUNITY SERVICE & VOLUNTEERISM 

  



TOP FIVE COMMUNITY ISSUES/NEEDS 

#1 Growth, Development, Job Creation 
 

#2 Housing  
 

#3 Healthcare  
 

#4 Clean-up, Redevelopment 
 

#5 Leadership Development  



WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO DO TO HELP SOLVE 

THIS ISSUE OR MEET THIS NEED?  

 

51.7%  

 

 Comments by respondents addressing how 

they personally could help resolve what        

they felt was the greatest issue or need         

facing the community.  

 



AREAS OF VOLUNTEER INTEREST  
Answer Options Response Percent 

Fire Department 14.29% 

EMT 13.10% 

Community/Economic Development 39.29% 

Parks 35.71% 

Cemetery 14.29% 

Planning Commission 28.57% 

Library 20.24% 

Syracuse Youth Activities Association 36.90% 

VIP Center 16.67% 

Swimming Pool 11.90% 

Sand Park & Sam's Pond 20.24% 

Historical Society 17.86% 

Airport 5.95% 

County Fair 28.57% 

Extension 13.10% 

Golf Course 23.81% 

Tourism 20.24% 

Classroom Volunteer 13.10% 

Tutoring 9.52% 

Mentoring 29.76% 



DISCUSSION  

Next Steps? 



THANK YOU! 

Hamilton County Community Development Board 

 

Michele Boy 

Mike Lewis 

Steve Phillips, Chair 

Steve Schell 

Sarah Schwieterman 

 

 


