
City Clerk’s Office 
April 13, 2015 
5:00 p.m. 
 
The governing body of the City of Syracuse met in regular session on April 13, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
City Clerk’s Office. Councilmembers present were: Michele Boy, Vance Keller, Steve Schell, Matt Gould 
and Mayor Elect, Blake Upson.  Employees present were: Brian Bloyd, City Administrator, Linda Dinkel, 
City Clerk, Sarah Carter, City Treasurer, Rob Gale, City Attorney, Joy Bezona, and Animal Control Officer.   
Leslie Carlholm, Marcus Ashlock, Angie Moser, Chuck Bezona, Kevin Fox and Rick Dikeman were also in 
attendance.  Councilmember Dustin Doze was not present. 
 
The meeting was opened by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Council President, Steve Schell chaired the meeting and asked for any public comments.  There were no 
public comments. 
 
Councilmember Keller made motion to approve the agenda.  Councilmember Gould seconded the 
motion.  The agenda was adopted with all councilmembers voting aye. 
 
David Stimatze, Fire Chief, arrived. 
 
Councilmember Boy made motion to approve the minutes of March 9, 2015.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Keller.  All councilmembers voted aye. 
 
Councilmember Keller made motion to approve minutes of the special meeting of March 30, 2015.  
Councilmember Boy seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved with all councilmembers voting aye. 
 
Councilmember Gould made motion to approve appropriation ordinance no. 909 in the amount of 
$160,806.78.  Councilmember Keller seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Election Results were as follows: 
Mayor:  Marshall Hart - 110 
 Blake Upson  - 172 
 Write-Ins – 2 
Syracuse City Council: Michele Boy – 192 
   Dustin Doze – 234 
   Bill Roberts – 58 
   Kim Welch – 47 
   Write-Ins - 2 
 
 
Hamilton County Clerk, Angie Moser, gave the oath of office to Blake Upson, Mayor and Michele Boy, 
City Councilmember. 
 
Mayor Upson took over chairing the meeting. 
 



Rick Dikeman asked if a fire hydrant could be placed on the line for his house and other properties from 
the 1300  block to the 1700 block of North Sumner that are outside the city limits.  The city will place a 
fire hydrant on that line at the expense of the property owners it will serve. 
 
 
Rick Dikeman also discussed the Masonic Lodge hosting a fishing tournament at Sam’s Pond on June 6th 
or 7th.  Brian Bloyd, City Administrator will check with Kansas Wildlife and Parks to make sure this will 
not interfere with the fish placements in the pond.  This will be discussed again at the regular council 
meeting in May. 
 
 
 
Extension Council members, Chuck Bezona and Kevin Fox, explained to the council that the Extension 
board would like to hire 2 new agents for the county, because Stephanie Huser will be resigning in May. 
The Extension Board would like to have the City Council’s support for hiring a director and a family and 
consumer science/community development agent. 
 
 
Councilmember Boy discussed with the Council enforcement issues concerning ordinance no.  582 
covering wild and exotic animals and pit bull dogs and ordinance no. 681 relating to the keeping of dogs 
inside the city limits.  Councilmember Boy has talked the Sheriff’s Department and officers will be 
issuing tickets for nuisances caused by dogs.  Animal Control Officer Bezona will continue to enforce 
both ordinances as written. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 685: 
 AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SERVICE CHARGES FOR THE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF REFUSE WITHIN 
THE CITY OF SYRACUSE, KANSAS AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 699 AND ANY OTHER ORDINANCE OR 
PARTS THEREOF THAT ARE IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE was read section by section and as a 
whole. 
 
Discussion was held. 
 
Councilmember Boy made motion to approve ordinance no 685 after amending Section 1 to read: 
 
SECTION 1.  That the following refuse collection charges are established within the City of Syracuse, 
Kansas. 
 
 

(a) Residences and Residential units:  The service charges for collection and disposal of refuse    
for residences shall be: 

i.    For one person living  in a residential unit                            $11.00 per month 
ii.   For residences with more than 1 person living in a residential unit   $14.50 per month 
iii.  For each additional residential unit in one building an additional      $11.00 per month. 

Councilmember seconded the motion and Ordinance No. 685 was passed unanimously. 
 
Sidewalk permit submitted by Matt Gould was presented.  Councilmember Gould recused himself from 
this agenda item.  The permit requested placement of patio furniture (5 tables & 10 Chairs) on the north 
side of 122 N. Main along Avenue B.  Administrator Bloyd requested that a storm water drain be placed 



from the building to the gutter to prevent the sidewalk from icing over if the furniture was approved.  
Councilmember Schell made motion to approve the permit. Councilmember Keller seconded the 
motion.  All councilmembers voted aye. 
 
Reports: 
 
Economic Development:  Leslie Carlholm shared that she had the economic development information 
send to Sarah Carter to be put on the syracuseks.gov website.  She also sent the links for the community 
survey to be placed on the website.  Paper copies will be available at different site in the community 
including the City Office. Sarah Carter-Schwerdfeger will be making sample bags for Syracuse Sand 
Dunes to send with Carlholm to the Kansas Sampler in May at Wamego.  Carlholm discussed the KDOT 
transload sites.  Carlholm asked if the City would cost share an inspection of the Syracuse Inn to see to 
what extent possible upgrades would be needed.  Councilmember Schell made motion to allow up to 
$500 for the inspection.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Keller.  All councilmembers voted 
aye. 
 
Councilmember Gould left the meeting 
 
 
Sand Park:  Income for the first quarter of 2015 was $5292, expenses were $9042.  Poker run will be at 
dusk on April 25th in conjunction with the annual car show downtown.  Waterlines and sprinklers are in 
place and we are ready to seed grass when the weather is warmer.  The radio ad is playing on the 
station in Lamar to pull more riders in from Eastern Colorado 
 
City Administrator:  The park area at the corner of Highway 27 and Highway 50 in nearly done.  The new 
playground equipment in Benchmark Park is set in place and ready for use.  Crew will be laying a 6” fire 
line for the new gymnasium and a 3” service for the new football field, little league and practice fields 
will be installed.  City Crew will be putting up the banners and sweeping streets before the car show. 
 
Mayor: no report 
 
City Clerk:  Dinkel informed the Council that in May of 2015, Glenn Hess will have been employed by the 
City for twenty years and Donna Blake will have held the position of Municipal Judge for forty years.  Joy 
Bezona will be handling code enforcement issues. 
 
Round Table:  none 
 
Councilmember Keller made motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Schell.  Motion was 
passed unanimously and the same was adjourned. 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Dinkel, City Clerk      Blake Upson, Mayor 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


